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for the finals of the women’s single 
sculls, a rowing event, but she also 
placed sixth in the event. Six is a 
magic number for Monica, because she 
is the sixth of ten brothers and sisters. 
She and her family grew up on a cattle 
ranch just outside of the city limits of 
Billings, Montana. Before the age of 
twenty, this now established U.S. 
champion and Olympic finalist had not 
seen a body of water larger than her 
family’s irrigation pond. It was not 
until this accomplished woman at-
tended law school in Philadelphia that 
she gained the passion for rowing. I sa-
lute this young woman, for her proud 
representation of the sport of rowing, 
the country, and the state of Montana. 

Mrs. Jean Foster is another young 
woman from Bozeman, Montana whom 
I want to recognize. Joan’s career in 
shooting was paved a little better than 
Monica’s. Jean is from a family with 
world championships in shooting under 
their belt, her mother being a world 
champion in rifle shooting, and her fa-
ther a two-time Olympian and a USA 
hall of famer in shooting. Jean rep-
resented our state and our country 
with distinction in the 3-position rifle 
event. I congratulate Jean on the effort 
she put forth and on her and her fam-
ily’s commitment to the sport of shoot-
ing.∑ 

f 

S.C. AWARDED PAN AM GAMES 
FOR THE BLIND 

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, it is 
with great pleasure that I recognize 
Spartanburg, South Carolina and the 
South Carolina School for the Deaf and 
Blind as hosts of the 2001 Pan Amer-
ican Games for the Blind. This is not 
only a distinguished honor for 
Spartanburg and for the school, but 
also for our state and our nation. Three 
hundred blind and visually-impaired 
elite athletes from 22 countries will 
compete in the third Pan Am Games 
for the Blind May 29–June 3, 2001 in 
Spartanburg. It marks the first time 
that these Games have been held in the 
United States. Previous competitions 
took place in Buenos Aires and Mexico 
City. 

Athletes will compete in track and 
field events, swimming and goal ball, a 
team sport developed specifically for 
the blind. Two students at the S.C. 
School for the Deaf and Blind, Royal 
Mitchell and Sonya Bell, will represent 
the United States in track and field 
events. 

The International Blind Sports Asso-
ciation selected the S.C. School for the 
Deaf and Blind as the site for the 2001 
Games because of its excellent facili-
ties and the strong credentials of the 
athletic staff. Since its founding in 
1849, the school has served South Caro-
lina well and proven itself worthy of 
this latest distinction. I wish all the 
participants in the 2001 Pan American 
Games for the Blind much success.∑

10TH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF 
THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 
MUSLIMS OF INDIAN ORIGIN 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the American Fed-
eration of Muslims of Indian Origin 
(AFMIO), which will hold its 10th An-
nual Convention on October 7–8, 2000 in 
Southfield, Michigan. The theme of the 
convention is ‘‘Information and Tech-
nology: The Digital Divide,’’ providing 
members of the AFMIO with an oppor-
tunity to explore new ways to expand 
upon the many beneficial things the or-
ganization is already doing in this 
realm. 

The AFMIO is an umbrella organiza-
tion which represents various Indian 
Muslim Associations. It has chapters 
throughout the world, and a member-
ship which includes academicians, pro-
fessionals, entrepreneurs and social ac-
tivists. The mission of the organization 
is the educational and economic 
upliftment of Indian Muslims by seek-
ing cooperation among the American 
and Indian relief and educational orga-
nizations. 

The AFMIO stands for a stable demo-
cratic, secular and progressive India, 
where the human rights of all citizens, 
regardless of caste, religion, language 
or region, are preserved. The organiza-
tion works in close cooperation with 
others that believe in these same prin-
ciples, and thus serves as a bridge be-
tween Indian intellectuals, public offi-
cials and business people, and Indian 
Americans, particularly Muslims. 

The highest priority of the AFMIO 
continues to be the eradication of illit-
eracy among Indian Muslim children, a 
goal which goes hand in hand with 
bridging the digital divide. Access to a 
computer can upon up new worlds for 
children, and ensure that they are not 
only literate in the traditional sense, 
but culturally literate as well, which I 
think is equally important. In this re-
gard, AFMIO has already done a great 
deal. Its grassroots mobilization and 
motivation program is termed as one of 
the most successful education pro-
grams in India. 

AFMIO has also done much to aid In-
dian Muslims on other fronts. The or-
ganization has financed several 
projects which draw on the resources of 
local communities and aim for the eco-
nomic upliftment of these communities 
by teaching citizens how to employ 
these resources. Through programs of 
political education and awareness, the 
organization has united forces that 
have similar beliefs of social justice 
and the upliftment of all people. Fur-
thermore, it has been responsible for 
establishing several hospitals and or-
phanages, and has organized relief 
work at times of natural disasters. 

I applaud the AFMIO for all of the 
wonderful work it has done to improve 
the living conditions of Indian Mus-
lims. A large part of this success stems 
from educational programs which have 

been incredibly successful, and I am 
sure the discussion this weekend will 
focus upon how these programs can be 
even further adapted and improved in 
this Digital Age. On behalf of the en-
tire United States Senate, I extend a 
much deserved thank you to the Amer-
ican Federation of Muslims of Indian 
Origin, and wish the organization con-
tinued success in the future.∑ 

f 

EULOGY FOR ELLEN GLESBY 
COHEN 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I come 
before you today to pay tribute to a 
staunch patient advocate whose dedica-
tion and commitment to biomedical re-
search has changed the lives of all 
around her. 

Ellen Glesby Cohen was the Presi-
dent and Founder of the Lymphoma 
Research Foundation of America 
(LRFA). Ellen founded this organiza-
tion almost ten years ago after she was 
diagnosed with a slow growing form of 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma (NHL). 

Ellen, being the courageous person 
she was, decided to turn her experience 
into something positive by establishing 
the Lymphoma Research Foundation 
that is the nation’s first and foremost 
organization dedicated to promoting 
and funding lymphoma-specific re-
search. 

Ms. Cohen’s efforts on behalf of 
lymphoma-specific research has led to 
the Lymphoma Research Foundation 
awarding close to $3 million to support 
92 lymphoma research projects at top 
universities and cancer centers 
throughout the nation. 

The foundation Ms. Cohen founded 
has been active not only in funding re-
search, but has helped educate the pub-
lic about the high incidence rates of 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma by spear-
heading such initiatives as the Na-
tional Lymphoma Awareness Week 
during the second seek of October and 
an annual Lymphoma Advocacy Day 
on Capitol Hill. 

I have been particularly impressed by 
Ms. Cohen’s passion on behalf of 
lymphoma patients and, consequently, 
have supported increasing the funding 
for lymphoma research at the National 
Institutes of Health and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Ellen is survived by her husband Dr. 
Mitchell Cohen and her two children 
Hailey and Josh. While the last decade 
of Ellen Cohen’s life was dedicated to 
lymphoma research, Ellen’s accom-
plishments as a mother and a wife will 
forever be remembered even after the 
day comes that non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma has been eliminated. 

Although Ellen’s work has already 
benefitted thousands across the coun-
try diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma and other cancers, I know 
that she would like us all to continue 
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her fight against this devastating dis-
ease by supporting such worthy organi-
zations like the Lymphoma Research 
Foundation of America. 

Despite the fact that Ellen is not 
here physically, her spirit will con-
tinue to live on through her family and 
friends. Thank you Ellen for what you 
gave to persons everywhere. You will 
truly be missed.∑ 

f 

NOVI HIGH SCHOOL NAMED BLUE 
RIBBON SCHOOL FOR 1999–2000 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, in 
1982, the United States Department of 
Education initiated its Blue Ribbon 
Schools Program. In each year since, 
the Department has recognized schools 
throughout the country which excel in 
all areas of academic leadership, teach-
ing and teacher development, and 
school curriculum. In other words, 
Blue Ribbon Schools are the finest pub-
lic and private secondary schools our 
Nation has to offer. They are the 
schools that set the standard for which 
others strive. I am very proud to report 
that 9 of the 198 Blue Ribbon Schools 
named by Secretary Richard W. Riley 
for 1999–2000 are located in the State of 
Michigan, and I rise today to recognize 
Novi High School in Novi, Michigan, 
one of these nine schools. 

In the past 30 years, enrollment at 
Novi High School has grown from ap-
proximately 360 students to 1,577 stu-
dents. This is representative of the 
changing shape of the City of Novi dur-
ing this time period, as it has evolved 
from a rural crossroads to a thriving 
Detroit suburb. To deal with the influx 
of students, in 1996 Novi High School 
concluded a renovation which had 
lasted for 30 months and added over 40 
percent to the original facility. The 
school now covers 382,000 feet on three 
levels, and includes state of the art in-
structional areas, science labs, a media 
center, physical education and fine art 
complexes, and telecommunications 
systems. All classrooms have e-mail 
and Internet access as well as voice 
communications and two-way inter-
active video within and between dis-
trict buildings. 

The administrators and faculty of 
Novi High School are committed to 
providing their students with a well-
rounded educational program, includ-
ing a rigorous academic schedule, a va-
riety of extra-curricular and athletic 
programs, and an active student lead-
ership program. This commitment led 
to a two-year, teacher-led initiative of 
research and review of outstanding 
international high schools. Following 
this process, Novi High School restruc-
tured into a four-block class schedule 
so that students would be allowed ac-
cess to a broader range of curriculum 
and would also be able to take advan-
tage of the new technology available 
for their use. Perhaps more impor-
tantly, the review and realignment of 

the curriculum led to a transformation 
of instructional strategies, from tradi-
tional lecture to interactive, higher-
order thinking and application-assess-
ment which have redefined the entire 
education program of Novi High 
School. 

Novi High School has received many 
awards, including the ‘‘What Parents 
Want’’ award from SchoolMatch for 
seven consecutive years (1993–99), a 
Gold Medal District Rating by Expan-
sion Management Magazine for three 
years (1996–98), and in 1999 U.S. News 
and World Report selected it as one of 
the top 96 ‘‘Outstanding American High 
Schools.’’ Being named a Blue Ribbon 
School for 1999–2000 is reflective of a 
desire on the part of administration 
and faculty to continue to provide a 
better education to the students of 
Novi High School. The staff firmly be-
lieves that a quality education pro-
gram is never static; rather, it contin-
ually needs to be adapted and improved 
as new resources and different methods 
of teaching become available. This 
willingness to adapt has been instru-
mental in the success of Novi High 
School, and I am sure will continue to 
be instrumental as the school leads 
other high schools, not only in the 
State of Michigan but throughout the 
country, into the future. 

I applaud the students, parents, fac-
ulty and administration of Novi High 
School, for I believe this is an award 
which speaks more to the effort of a 
united community than it does to the 
work of a few individuals. With that 
having been said, I would like to recog-
nize Dr. Jennifer Putnam Cheal, Prin-
cipal of Novi High School, whose dedi-
cation to making her school one of the 
finest in our Nation has been instru-
mental in creating this community. On 
behalf of the entire United States Sen-
ate, I congratulate Novi High School 
on being named a Blue Ribbon School 
for 1999–2000, and wish the school con-
tinued success in the future.∑ 

f 

IN PRAISE OF FRED WILBER, 
BUCH SPIELER AND 
CYBERSELLING IN VERMONT 

∑ Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to 
congratulate Fred Wilber from my 
hometown of Montpelier, Vermont on 
his cyberselling success. 

For the last twenty-seven years, Fred 
Wilber has owned Buch Spieler, a 
music store in downtown Montpelier. 
Recently the New York Times reported 
on Buch Spieler’s growing sales from 
its Internet site at http://
www.bsmusic.com. Mr. President, I ask 
that the full text of the New York 
Times article of September 22, 2000, ti-
tled ‘‘The Opposite of Amazon.com,’’ be 
printed in the RECORD at the end of my 
remarks. 

The success of Fred Wilber is a shin-
ing example for all Vermont small 
business owners to follow. By taking 

advantage of the new markets offered 
by the Internet for its goods and serv-
ices, Buch Spieler has increased overall 
sales by 10 percent and expanded its 
customer base by 20 percent in the last 
year and a half. For years we 
Vermonters have complained about not 
having access to a major market to sell 
our goods. Now through the Internet, 
we can sell our goods in the blink of an 
eye to anyone in the world as Fred Wil-
ber and Buch Spieler have shown. 

I commend Fred Wilber for being a 
cyberselling leader and tapping into 
the Internet’s world markets. 

The article follows:
[From the New York Times; Sept. 22, 2000] 

THE OPPOSITE OF AMAZON.COM 

(By Leslie Kaufman) 

For 27 years, Fred Wilber has run a quirky 
music store called Buch Spieler in downtown 
Montpelier, Vt., population of roughly 8,000. 
The store, which sells out-of-print movie 
soundtracks, among other goodies, has had 
its ups and downs, but in 1998, as Internet 
music distributors like CDNow and MP3.com 
exploded in popularity, Mr. Wilber began to 
worry that the Web would be his Waterloo. 

His answer was to build his own Web site 
(www.bsmusic.com). Designed by his brother 
and lacking time-saving features like one-
click shopping, it is hardly slick. But it has 
been successful. 

In the year and a half since the site went 
into service, Mr. Wilber says overall sales 
have jumped 10 percent. Just as important, 
he estimates, the Internet has expanded his 
customer base by some 20 percent. It turns 
out that Mr. Wilber’s peculiar tastes have 
been strengths on the Web. When the site 
was recently sent an e-mail message request-
ing the score from ‘‘Gordy! The Little Pig 
That Hit It Big!’’ a 1995 movie, he simply 
took it off the shelf and shipped it. 

‘‘It is not easy e-commerce,’’ Mr. Wilber 
said of his Web site. ‘‘But we are not trying 
to compete with Amazon. We focus on our 
own niche.’’

To many experts, the advent of the Inter-
net seemed to signal a grim future for mom-
and-pop retailers. Increased competition and 
the availability of a diverse array of mer-
chandise to populations that had been essen-
tially captive audiences threatened to erode 
their customer base. 

But a survey of more than 1,500 businesses 
in 16 downtown commercial districts nation-
wide, released earlier this month by the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation, indi-
cates that the Internet can spur sales in 
storefront retail businesses. Just as they 
compete in the brick-and-mortar world 
against big-box enemies like Wal-Mart 
Stores and Home Depot, small retailers seem 
to do best in the virtual world by focusing on 
unusual products or aiming to give excellent, 
personalized customer service. 

The National Trust is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that develops programs to support and 
maintain historic downtown areas. And be-
cause the survey canvassed only merchants 
in towns where some revitalization of his-
toric downtown areas in under way, the Na-
tional Trust said its results probably over-
state the positive impact of the Web on all 
small businesses. Even so, the news was sur-
prisingly upbeat. 

The trust’s survey, one of the first in the 
nation to examine the impact of e-commerce 
on small retailers, found that some 16.4 per-
cent of Main Street businesses it polled were 
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